Purpose -This paper aims to describe an evaluation instrument designed to detect physical barriers and risks in basic activities of daily living (BADLs) performance by senior citizens and presents findings obtained in a representative sample of older persons living in housing programs provided by the State of Chile. Its aim is to develop an objective instrument which can serve as reference point for housing adaptations and improvement or for the use in new designs, appropriate to the changing functional capacities of this age group.
Introduction
Ageing and urbanization are two global tendencies which will characterize our twenty-first century society as an unprecedented demographic transformation (WHO, 2007) .
